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FRIDAY, JUNE 8, 2012In other local news ...
TOWN BY TOWN

Deaths  5B

FA L L S  V I L L A G E

Region 1 school board passes 
revised dress, grooming code

The Region 1 Board of Education passed a
revised dress and grooming code Monday with
more specific details for students and staff to fol-
low.

The two most substantive additions target the
school’s women: No bare shoulders allowed,
which means no tube tops or spaghetti straps, and
“skirts, shorts and dresses should have hemlines
that are midthigh.”

“The changes made were in the interest of
crafting a policy that everyone in the building
could ‘own,’ “ said Ian Strever, assistant princi-
pal. “Many of the revisions make the policy easier
for administrators and teachers to enforce and
even easier for students to self-police themselves
by providing rules of thumb they can use to know
when they are out of compliance.”

Board member Gale C. Toensing questioned
whether it was necessary to include wording
about possible suspension or expulsion for viola-
tions. She said it would be better to have students
in school and wondered if other actions, such as
requiring essays about dress codes, would be
more suitable.

Principal Matthew Harnett said many steps are
taken before that level of discipline is reached.
“We’re really trying to change behavior so they
have respect for themselves,” he said.

S H A R O N

Beach stickers for residents
available at selectmen’s office

Residents may obtain their beach stickers at
the selectmen’s office beginning Monday. Proof of
residency is required. 

Renters are required to bring in either their
lease or a note from the landowner or a utility bill
in their name and the street address. They must
know the license plate of the vehicle(s) upon
which the sticker(s) will be placed. Stickers are
$20 for the first and $10 for any additional ones.
Tickets for senior citizens are $5. 

The selectmen’s office is open Monday through
Friday from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. and 1 to 4 p.m.
Stickers may also be obtained by mail if a self-
addressed stamped envelope and a note with all
pertinent information is included. The address is
Selectmen’s Office, P.O. Box 385, Sharon, CT
06069. 

Anyone with questions may call 860-364-5789.
The office will be open June 30 from 9 a.m. to 12
p.m. for the purchase of stickers. 

L I T C H F I E L D

Audubon Society conducts
bird count over the weekend

The Litchfield Hills Audubon Society will con-
duct its summer bird count on Saturday and Sun-
day.

The purpose of the count is to monitor the num-
ber and relative abundance of nesting birds
which can be found within the long-established
Christmas count circle. 

The circle is divided into 14 different areas,
each is covered by a small team of birders led by
a “captain.”

Any one wishing to participate should call
either Bob Barbieri at 860-489-3451 or Dave
Tripp at 860-307-9937.

W I N S T E D

College seminar focuses on
being ‘Linked’ on the Internet

Northwest Connecticut Community College is
offering a seminar on Monday called “LinkedIn
Part 2: So you know the basics, have an account ...
Now what?”

The featured speaker is Cindy Donaldson,
director of marketing for Founders Insurance
Group.

The seminar is being held in The Draper Cen-
ter, Room 102.

Registration is at 5 p.m., welcome at 5:15 p.m.
and program from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. The cost is
$20.

Advance registration is suggested. Call (860)
738-3351 or send an email to Helen@foms.org to
reserve a spot.

Another seminar will be held June 25.

T H O M A S T O N

Bargain Shop closed for repairs

The Bargain Shop will be closed today and Sat-
urday due to exterior repair work being conduct-
ed at the old firehouse section of Town Hall,
where the shop is located. 

For information, call the Thomaston Public
Library, 860-283-4339.

L 

BY LYNN MELL IS  WORTHINGTON
REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

KENT — Fire Chief Matthew
Starr asked the selectmen Tues-
day to deduct the fuel costs the
Kent Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment is incurring from the
annual grant given by the town.

First Selectman Bruce K.
Adams said the town could
accommodate the request.
Although Starr did not specify
the reason Tuesday, Adams
believes it is so there doesn’t
have to be a transfer of money
between the nonprofit organiza-

tion and the town and the cut-
ting of a check.

Starr has repeatedly
expressed concern that the
selectmen changed the policy of
providing fuel to the volunteer
fire department at no charge.
Starr said the system had been
in place for 30 years before this
fiscal year. 

Although he and President
Alan T. Gawel brought it up
during budget discussions this
year, the fire department did
not ask for an increase in its
annual $75,000 grant.

Adams said the fuel costs to
date are $5,000 for diesel and
less than $250 for gasoline.

Starr also expressed concern
Tuesday to the selectmen about
the town’s compliance with the
National Incident Management
System training requirements
for town departments. Emer-

gency Management Director
Tony Amon has stressed to the
fire department that all mem-
bers and officers must be take
certain courses required by
FEMA.

Adams admitted that the two
selectmen have not taken the
required courses. 

“This board is well aware
that we are not in compliance,”
Adams said. “We will be.”
Many of the courses are avail-
able online.

Starr said the officers have
taken a 24-hour in-person
course and they want to make
sure other departments have
complied.

“I requested the status of all
the other departments numer-
ous times,” Starr said. “In his
last email, he told me not to
worry about it and to concen-
trate on the fire department.”

“We just want to see who is
what level so that we know
when there is an incident. Some
people are not going to be
included in the decision-making
process if they’re not to that lev-
el,” Starr said.

“One of the keys to making
the system work is all the
department heads that are
going to be involved in any
incident of any size are trained
to the appropriate levels,” he
said.

“When we do have an inci-
dent, such as the October snow-
storm, everybody understands
how the system works.”

It also affects the town’s abil-
ity to qualify for federal grants
and Amon has told the fire
department the town is not
NIMS compliant and therefore
he cannot sign-off on the grant
applications. 

Fire company fuel issue settled
Chief asks that
costs be deducted
from annual grant
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SALISBURY — While two of
the selectmen are willing to ask
members of the Affordable
Housing Commission to come
before the board to talk about
the Women’s Institute for Hous-
ing and Economic Develop-
ment, they are not about to
require that commission coordi-
nator Jocelyn Ayer make an
appearance.

First Selectman Curtis G.
Rand and Selectman Jim Dress-
er refused to agree to Select-
man Mark Lauretano’s request
that Ayer explain the town’s
relationship to the institute,
which recently bought a six-
unit apartment house on Route
44 in Lakeville. 

At the time of the sale last
month, for approximately
$400,000, Mollye Wolahan,
deputy director of the institute,

said the organization was
pleased to take ownership of the
Lakeview Apartments and
looked forward to working with
the commission to promote
housing affordability in the
community.

At Thursday’s board meeting,
Lauretano said he wanted to
have the commission answer
why Ayer brought an unknown
entity into the town without
notifying the Board of Select-
men and why did they find out
about the sale through a press
release.

“Our residents have a right to
transparency and full disclo-
sure,” he said, adding the com-
mission chairman, former
Selectman Bobby Riva, and
Ayer should come to a meeting
in the near future to do a pres-
entation on the institute.

When Lauretano made a
motion to that effect, Rand
balked, saying they are nice

people and rather than box
them in, they should be infor-
mally asked to attend.

“I’m very uncomfortable hav-
ing an employee come before
the board,” Rand said. “It’s one
thing if it’s civil, but we’ve nev-
er asked an employee to come
and hear endless questions
from the public. It’s a strange
request.”

Lauretano disagreed. He said
that as an employee she should
answer his concerns. 

It can be done with a modera-
tor and in a civil way, he said.
“If I’m paying $25,000 to have
her facilitate another agency,
I’d like to hear a presentation.”

Dresser said Ayer probably
can’t tell them any more than
the commission and suggested
the members be asked to come.

Rand said there is “deep
hatred for this commission. I’ve
heard it. The smiles are there,
the smirks are there.”

When Lauretano denied any
ill feelings toward the group,
Rand said others have
expressed them. 

When neither selectmen
would second his motion, Lau-
retano said their actions only
serve to fuel suspicion. 

“In the 20 years I’ve been on
the board, we’ve never demand-
ed an employee come before
the board,” Rand said. 

“We’ll make a request to the
commission and if we don’t get
an answer, we’ll go from
there.” 

The institute was formed in
1981 with a mission to promote
economic opportunities and
build strong communities by
developing safe, affordable and
supportive housing for individ-
uals and families. It is head-
quartered in Boston with a
Connecticut office in Middle-
town.

Selectmen ask (not tell) housing panel to meet
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WINSTED — Sarah Marggraff said she’s
always been an artist, so it made sense that
she pursued fine arts as an undergraduate.

But Marggraff didn’t necessarily take a
direct route to her new position as director
of art therapy at the Winchester Youth Ser-
vice Bureau.

The Winsted resident, now 35, was
accepted at the Fashion Institute of Tech-
nology in New York, where she began

studying textile design
and illustration, until she
realized something was
missing.

“I didn’t find it very
fulfilling,” Marggraff
said. “I started coming to
the conclusion I wanted
to work with art in a way
that helped people.”

Marggraff said she
came to that realization
while working through a
difficult time in her own
life and discovered her

art provided a way for her own self-reflec-
tion and healing.

“It wasn’t easy,” Marggraff said. “I real-
ized I was tackling my own demons through
my art.”

One day while working on the campus at
Northwestern Connecticut Community Col-
lege, a pamphlet fell out of a folder on the
profession of art therapy. She then complet-
ed her associates degree in fine arts and her
bachelor’s at University of Connecticut
with the goal of becoming an art therapist
and counselor. While pursuing her master’s
degree at Albertus Magnus College in New
Haven, she worked at the Winchester
Youth Service Bureau as an intern and a
group counselor.

Now, she works full-time in the newly
created position of director of art therapy at
the Youth Service Bureau. Marggraff pro-
vides therapy for at-risk youth ages 6-18 in
individual and group counseling. The 8-
week program promotes the creative
process of art to improve the well-being of
youth with emotional, behavioral, and cog-
nitive needs and disorders.

Through creating art and reflecting on
the art produced, a child can develop more
self-awareness and cope with symptoms of

stress and traumatic experience. 
Marggraff said the art itself becomes a

third person in the therapeutic relationship.
“Children, and even adults, sometimes

just don’t have the vocal expression,” she
said. “In art therapy, through the imagery,
the art has a voice of its own. It has been
wonderful to witness some of the real suc-
cesses of how the art has provided a cura-
tive path for these kids.”

Marggraff received the Gladys Agell

Award for Excellence in Research for 2011-
2012 from the American Art Therapy Asso-
ciation for her graduate thesis on the use of
art therapy to stimulate insight and self-
reflection. 

The Winchester Youth Service Bureau
is a multitown, youth serving agency. A
branch of the Northwest YMCA, it is
housed at the Winsted Branch at 480 Main
St. The bureau serves high risk and at-risk
youth age birth to 18 and their families. 

DIRECTOR USES ART TO HEAL 
Marggraff brings 
new energy to the 
Winchester bureau
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In the newly created position of director of art therapy at the Winchester Youth Service
Bureau, Sarah Marggraf provides therapy for at-risk youth ages 6-18 in individual and
group counseling. This is an example of the art produced by one of the children in the
program. 

Marggraff
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Bacco, Mrs. Roselina, 89, of Southbury, Water-
bury native.

Connal, Peter B., 92, of Southbury.

Fisco, Marshall, 88, of Cheshire.

Grenier, Sandra D., 60, of Wolcott.

Montoni, Mrs. Ruth A., 85, of Beacon Falls.

Ormsbee, Carol A., 66, of Torrington.

Overlock, Lester Jr., 64, of Cheshire.

Sullivan, James R., 75, of Bridgewater. 

Taylor, Dr. Marc J., of Southbury.


